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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Applicant's Arguments / Amendments 

This Office Action is responsive to the amendment filed on 2/24/09. Claims 1-13 
are pending. Claims 1, 3, 7, and 8 have been amended. Applicant's arguments have 
been considered, however, upon further consideration, the instant claims are rejected 
under new grounds of rejections and thus, claims 1-13 are finally rejected for the 
reasons of record. 

Applicant's Remarks filed 2/24/09 are drawn to the former rejection and are now 
considered moot because of a new grounds of rejection taught herein. 

Claim Objections 

The claim objection over claim 1 has been overcome due to Applicant's 
amendments to the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph rejection over claim 3 has been overcome 
due to Applicant's amendments to the claim. 

The 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph rejection over claims 7 and 9-13 have 
been overcome due to Applicant's amendments to the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bergeson. 

Bergeson teaches a dishwasher having a tub 1 1 and sump pump assembly 35. 
The side wall of tub 1 1 (first portion of washing water storing portion) is outfitted with an 
inlet water system 71 (water supply connector). The bottom wall 30 of the fluid 
container houses an arcuate heating element 75 (heater) which is inserted into a hole 
formed in the bottom wall 30, and supported therein by a plurality of supports 76. 

The wall formed by the bottom wall 30 connects to a central recess 31 , then 
connects to a housing 80 by retainer clips 85 (this forms an L-shaped covering which 
reads on Applicant's claims for a preventing rib formed along an edge of the outer 
bottom surface of the washing water storing portion). Moreover, this wall is adjacent to 
the so-called heater insertion hole, wherein the arcuate heating element 75 is inserted 
into a hole in the washing tub wall 30 by supports 76. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 / 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Bergeson (US Patent No. 
3,963,046). 

Bergeson teaches the claimed invention wherein the water supply is 71 is 
attached to a side wall of the tub (first portion), and thus formed in a generally vertical 
manner, also Bergeson teaches the heating element 75 is inserted into the horizontal 
bottom wall 30 of the tub, thus being somewhat horizontally formed (second portion). It 
may be unclear as to whether these so-called "first and second portions" are formed 
opposite of one another. Examiner contends they are formed at opposite parts of the 
bottom half of the wash tub. However, alternatively, if they are not considered to be 
placed in an opposing relationship, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to make minor alterations to the design of the water 
inlet and heating element such that they are formed opposite to one another. Bergeson 
still teaches the main heating functions of the claimed invention wherein water that is 
supplied to the tub is heated. Moreover, Applicant has not shown that this "opposite" 
spaced relationship has a criticality. It appears that the invention would perform equally 
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well with other alternatively known arrangements between the heater and water supply 
unit and the selection of any of these known equivalents to provide water heating 
functions would be within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RITA R. PATEL whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8701 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9-6. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Barr/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 1792 

/Rita R. Patel/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1792 



